This edition marks the launch of the new "Geriatrics" open access journal. Clinical geriatrics and the associated scientific activities required in the field constitute one of the major scientific challenges in medicine in the future. The particular significance of this issue is not only from the fact that demographics are changing in industrialized nations, e.g., in Germany, where 37% of the population will be over 60 and 11% over 80 in 2040, and from the current projection suggesting that children born in the year 2015 have a 50% chance of reaching the age of 100 [1] .
